A Little Bit of History in a

One of our Borough's oldest or-
izations is the Bronx Society
Arts and Sciences, which or-
ation’s prime function is the
and custody of Poe Cottage at
gsbridge Road and Grand Con-
ourse, where Edgar Allen Poe,
et American literary figure re-
d from 1846 to 1849,
Many summer visitors who come
‘The Bronx are alwavs fascina-
il and delightcd by the historic
#irm of Poe Cotrage. It was here
fiere Poc spent the last three
irs of his life. The building is of
mple frame construction \I..ll.,h as
% erected afrer the Revolution-
War Although there is Col-
influence in s p.mu]]f:d
5, broad mantels, smail-paned
indows and shingled exterior, the
it nails, rough laths and mud
Bter of its interior reflect the
fimitive character of workman-
p during the period directly
:;'- the war.
Enterine the house from a porch
' ndtng along its entire frone,
'ns:mr steps into a litcle hall-
£ To the left is a urndmg
fway leading to the aric. It is
: that Poe had 2 writing table
i his meager library on chis up-
i floor. Bur che attic was un-
fited and could only have been
for work in the summer.
ieh of Poe's writing was done
the parlor where the only
ie provided all the heat
% available.
Biuring his three years in the
ftage, he wrote many of his best
fis—The Bells, Annabel Iee
@ Eureka—as well as some of
bESI: fiction.
irectly off the front hall is a
i bedroom where Vi irgina died
thn: sad Saturday in January,
. It contains the m:;:uul
den bedstead, a lictle painted
Bt of drawers, a small looking
and a hair trunk—objects

::-" bESP‘:’lL the nmphutv of
ir life
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that
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in the parlor is 2 folding writ-
ing desk very similar to the one
used by Poc and his actual rock-
ing chair (often mentioned in his
writings). Its companions, the lit-
tle odd chairs and seats, are of his
period as are the small center rable,
the clock, the hanging shzlves and
the corner whar-not.

The closets on either side of the
firenlace are original parts of the
structure, one of which now holds
Poe’s personal bible, On the man-
tel is a likeness of the beloved Vire-

ginia, The large stone fireplace
and brick hearth are Colonial in
style, but again the broad plank
floor and hand hewn beams reveal
their local origin.

Throughout, the ceilings are
very low, giving an armusphuru of
cozy hominess. The kitchen is fur-
nished with the few and simple
objects it undoubtedly possessed.
There is a quaint little cook stove,
a replica of Poe’s, which substi-
tuted for the kitchen fireplace.
Poe bought the stove as a means
of lessening the ailing Virginia's
work of cooking at the wide-open
hearch.

The cottage originally compris-
ed two rooms on the ground floor
and two in the attic, to which Poe
added the kitchen and a lean-to,
for cooking, storage space and fuel.

The color scheme of the Poe
tenancy has been restored, and
with the original well-scrubbed
ﬂ-;J - surfaces exposed, the inter-

- presents the appearance which
m.:d.. Poz’s visitors aware that des-
pite the humble character of his
home, it was most attractive. Har-
riscn wrote of the family in their
cheerful little dwelling — the
whaolesomeness, beauty and bright-
ness of their surrounding — the
direst poverty might reign as it
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THE POE COTTAGE — at Kingsbridge Road and Grand Cowcourse
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. . but there is none of its
glor . . . or seedv neglect™,

fhe headquarters of The Bronx
fd of Trade in the Busher Buil-
B 349 East 149th Screer, also
B a5 the Society's office and
oric records of The Bronx are
b found in the Society’s files.
imber of the Board of Trade's
Btors are also Officers and
tees of the Society and scores
Bronx business leaders contrib-
dnnually to the Society’s sup-
twhich allows more than 30,-
wisitors each year to visit the

Cottage,

fincipal leaders of the Society
@de Thomas V. Tozzi, Bronx
mey and former Bronx Board
frade President, who is the So-
5 Presidenc; Donald Darcy,
fPresident of the North Side
igs Bank and former Board

of Trade Executive Secretary, who
serves as the Society’s Secretary;
Miss Laura J. Mollenauer, Chair- ator.

man of the Poe Cortrage Commit-
tee and Mr, Harry G. Reitf, Cur-

the break you get on a
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