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FOR QIOMEDIATE RELEASE
The Navional Fedaration of Oatholie Collegs Students today
opened Nationel Interracisl Justice Week with a Forum held at
Manhattanville College of the Sacred Heart. The Federation ropresents
ninety-seven colleges from Californiam to the sastern sesboard and over
ona hundred thousand college students, Under its euspices many
prominent negro end white leaders in the field of Interracial Justice
gathered with students and intsrested spoctators to disouss "The

Contribution of ths Negro to the Arts.” Among those present were

Right Rev. alonsignor George Moora,pastor of St.Feter's Church in
Burclay Street, Rev.John Lafargs,S.J., editor of America, Nr.George
Hunton, editor of Intsrraciul Review, Mr.George Schuyler, editor of

the Fittsburg Courisr, Mr, Charles Buchanan.

Mias Charlotte Murdock, national chairman of the Interracial
Justice Comnission, presided at the meeting and presented Miss Dolly
Malley, Senior Delegate from Manhattanvills College to the NiF:iGuGuSs
who replaced Mr.John Carlin of St.John's University,Brooklyn,President

of the New York Region of ths N.F.C.C.S. who wos uneble to atterd ¢
Forum. Miss Malley emphasized the need for Catholic leadership in the
field of Interracial Justice. To inaugurate the afternoon's program,

& poem,"Christ the Prodigal", written for the occasion by Berbara Kene
of Manhattanville College, was read by Miss Sarsh Duross. Then

followed the reading of short papers by six student delegates:

Miss Roberta Fagen, College of lotre Dame, Staten Island, cited Paul
Laursnce Dunber as the first Negro to reveal extracrdinary skill in
the field of American prose. Miss Muriel Bachman, College of Naw
Rochelle, disoussed the contribution of the Kegro in the realm of
poetry, stressing the principle that "the Negro poet must be judged,
not as a Megro, but as a poet," and that "his work as a creative
artist is bound to be & battering ram against the wall of prejudice,”
The achievement of the Negro in jmerican sculpture was the topic chosen

by Miss Anne Delaney of the College of 3uint Rose, Albany. Miss Delansy
pointed to the excellent work of such artists as Mr.Richmond Barthd”

who is especially well-known for his portrayal of race types and
rhythn groups. The fourth speaker, Miss Rita Pfeifer of the College
of Mount Smint Vincent, stresssd the rapid sdvancement of the Negro

in the field of painting, referring particularly to his "progress



in technicul skill, presentation of ideas and variety of media," NMr.
Tom Ryan of Manhattan College, in discussing the Negro and the Theatre,
brought to our attention the werk of such sters as Marian Anderson
and Cunada Lee, "The true reprosentation of the Negro as a person
rather than a character," he said, "is resulting in plays with an
interracial oust, such as 'Deep Are the Roots' end 'The Young
American.'™™ The final student spsaker, Miss Gina Rehilly of Georgian
Court College, whose subject was the "American Negro in Musie, "
focussed attention on the universal appeal of all music to all psople.
"Tha Negro composer, rich in his heritage of song, ever sprung from
those olose to the soil, resches up for the canons of form...the
while man reaches down for inspiration,,Eventually their hands must
meat,"

Towards the end of this part of the program Miss Norma Armstrong

of Manhattunvile reud the sonnet, "A New Day," graciocusly written
for this Forum by the eminent Megro post Claude McKay.

Winners of the three nationel contests sponsored by the National
Interracial Commission in connection with the ovents on Interracial
Justice Week were announced at the Forumi The poster contest, judged
by Nina Barr Wheeler, Muurice luvinoux of Liturgiesl irts, and
Reymond Dowden of Cooper Arft Union, has been won bY M1ss Betty
Adrian,Miohigan
Lee Bissell, Siens Heights College/as firat prize winner. Miss Mari-
lyn Weatlob of the same college won first honorable mention, while
Miss Rosmaria Berger of Menhattanville College won second ehd third
honorable menticns for two posters. Mr.CGeorge Sohuyler of the
Pittsburg Courier and Dr.arthur P,Davis of Howard University have
awarded the first prize in the Essay Contest to Miss Fatriclo Riley
of Immaoculate College, Los Angeles,California; the sesond prize to

Mias Geraldine Schlosmon of Marian College, Indianapolis, Indiana;

the third prize to Mr.James Mill
In the One-Act Flay Contest the judges, Rev.UTrban Negle,0.F. of
Blackfriars Guild and Mr.Theophilus Lewis, dramatic critio of
America, named Elizabeth Ornatein of Manhattanville Cellege as the
first prize winner, Betty Shaels of College Misericordia, Dallas,Pa.
and Eleanor Skemp of Milwaukee,Wis. as second prize winners; Wallece
Moran of Manhattan College third prize winner,

N.B.ACCOUNT OF MR.STERLING A. BROWN GUEST SPEAKER
ON SEPARATE PAGE/



The outstanding speaker of the afternoon, Mr,STERLING A. BROWN,
was intreduced by Rev,John Lafarge,S.J., editor of America, Mr.
Brown, distinguished poet, essayist and educator, was born in
Washington,D.C. and educated at Williams College and Hervard
University. At present he is Professor of English at Howard
University and has served as visiting Professor of English at
Vassar Gollege. He is a member of the Committee on legro Studies
of the Ameriean Council of Learned Sccieties, and has been selected
in the nationwide poll conducted by officials of the Schomburg
Collection of Negro Literature of the New York Fublic Library as
one of the twelve Negroes who have strengthened the foundations of
nationel unity and better race relations, Author of The Hegro
Caravan, The Negro in Ameriean Fiction, and & colleetion of poems,
Southern Road, he is actually at work completing A Negro looks at

the South, a social interpretation.
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